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of the extreme Taborites served up afresh. Not 
only are all equal and all things are held in 
common in the community of God's elect, which 
he finally founded at Mlihlhausen. In order to 
establish the true Church on earth, the wicked 
must be destroyed. If princes, lords, or gentlemen 
refuse to become members of this true Church, 
they shall be beheaded or hanged. For the 
ungodly, especially godless rulers, parsons, 
monks, must be put to death like the Canaanites 
of old. This gospel meant war to the knife 
against existing institutions, yet Munzer did 
not hesitate to preach it in the castle of 
Alstedt in the presence of the Elector Frederick 
and Duke George of Saxony, and, for preaching 
it, he, like Carlstadt, was, at Luther's instigation, 
forbidden the electoral dominions, and betook 
himself to the Upper Rhineland, and divers other 
regions, cursing Luther as he went. His gospel 
was not new, was in truth but an echo from 
Mount Tabor and the erratic preachers of 
popular rebellion who had long prophesied a 
new order of things. But it drew crowds, while 
the parish churches stood empty. "All this sort 
of thing is pleasing to the masses," wrote the 
observant chronicler. Verily an ominous sign of 
the times in view of the seething discontent that 
was more and more outrunning the merely 
theological reformers, and was seeking practical 
remedies in social revolution as well as religious 
reformation. 
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